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Arts Data Profile: State-Level Es mates of Arts Par cipa on Pa erns: 2017-2018 

Research Brief #2: Art Exhibit‐Going – Top‐Ranking States 

Nearly 23 percent of all U.S. adults (55.4 million Residents of 10 states and the District of Columbia 

people) went to at least one art exhibit in the 12 a ended art exhibits at a significantly higher rate 

months spanning July 2016 to July 2017.1 According than did the na on’s adults as a whole (see table, 

to results from the 2017 Survey of Public below).2 

Par cipa on in the Arts (SPPA), those Americans 

saw exhibits such as pain ngs, sculpture, po ery, 

photography, or digital art. 

Percent of U.S. adults who a ended art exhibits: 2017 

States (and the District of Columbia) with shares significantly greater than the overall U.S. rate 

U.S. [overall] 22.7% 
District of Columbia 53.6% 
Colorado 42.1% 
Vermont 40.0% 
Oregon 39.1% 
Minnesota 37.1% 
Idaho 36.9% 
Massachuse s 34.1% 
Montana 33.5% 
Washington 33.0% 
Utah 30.4% 
Michigan 29.8% 

2017 Survey of Public Par cipa on in the Arts, Core 2 

Arts Data Profile: State-Level Es mates of Arts Par cipa on Pa erns: 2017-2018 1 



 

        

               

             

                 

             

             

             

                 

            

             

             

         

           

           

           

 

                                   

     

                                 

                                   

   

        

       

         

       

       

       

         

      

       

       

     

      

      

      

 

                  

   

                 

                  

  

    

In Vermont, for example, the share of adults 

a ending art exhibits was 17 percentage points 

greater than the U.S. share. In 2017, 40 percent 

of Vermont’s adult residents saw exhibits of 

pain ngs, sculptures, or other works of art, 

compared to 22.7 percent of adults na onwide. 

The share of adults going to art exhibits was 

also quite high in Montana—33.5 percent. 

In seven states, alterna vely, the rate of art‐

exhibit a endance fall below the U.S. aggregate 

rate: Alabama; Florida; Louisiana; Mississippi; 

North Carolina; Tennessee; and West Virginia. 

In those southern states, a endance rates 

ranged between 8 and 17 percent. 

Endnotes 
1Popula on es mates from Core 1 of the 2017 SPPA require an adjustment factor of 2. See Background for 

more informa on. 
2A endance rates for these 10 states (and the District of Columbia) are not significantly different from each 

other. Standard error tes ng was done with 90 percent confidence. 
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https://www.arts.gov/artistic-fields/research-analysis/arts-data-profiles/arts-data-profile-23/background

